
Leadership
It is true that a nation cannot rise above its leadership. As we study the Old Testament this principle is 

abundantly clear. There is a clear correlation between the leadership of God's people and the faithfulness 
of those people. When leaders were faithful to God, God's people remained faithful and God blessed them. 
However, when those leaders turned from God because of lack of faith, weakness, ignorance, greed or  
whatever cause, God's people usually followed. The role of leaders in the church of the Lord is just as 
vital as good leadership was for the nation of Israel.  

The Lord desires that elders be appointed "in every church" Acts 14:23. Christians are instructed to 
"obey them that have the rule over you, and submit to them: for they watch in behalf of your souls" Heb. 
13:17. Preachers are told, "Be thou an example to them that believe, in word, in manner of life, in love,  
in faith, in purity" 1Tim. 4:12. Unless these who lead God's people strive to live the right kind of life, 
they cannot lead the Lord's people into the right kind of life.

If the family of God, the Lord's church, is to be strong, the leaders of His people must be loyal to 
Christ and His church. Jesus promised, "Be thou faithful unto death and I will give thee the crown of  
life" Rev. 2:10. This kind of faithfulness will "seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness" Mt. 
6:33. Why? The apostle Paul explains,  "Ye are not your own for ye were bought with a price" 1Cor. 
6:19-20. Jesus shed his blood to redeem us from sin (1Pet. 1:18-19; Rom. 5:8-10). Paul shows us that this 
same blood purchased the church (Acts  20:28).  As Saul of Tarsus (Paul)  persecuted  the church,  he 
persecuted  Christ  (Gal.  1:13;  Acts  9:5)  who  purchased  the  church.  Therefore,  loyalty  to  Christ  is 
manifested in loyalty to His church which he built and purchased with his blood. 

Godly leadership does not just happen. Good leaders develop from solid planning, determination 
and preparation. Timothy was taught the sacred writings from a babe by his grandmother and his mother 
(2Tim. 1:5; 3:14-15). This was also true of Moses (Ex. 3-4) and Samuel (1Sam. 1) and others. These 
became good leaders of God's people by developing the attributes God desired. Good elders do not just 
happen. When we understand the qualifications of elders (1Tim. 3:1-7;Tit. 1:5-11), we must realize the 
years of preparation and experience involved for these qualities to be developed. In any field of endeavor 
and especially in the Lord's church it is true that, "failing to prepare is preparing to fail."

God's  leaders  must  be  men of  courage.  Courage  is not  the  equivalent  of  fearlessness.  Rather 
courage is manifested when we, in spite of our fears, do that which is right with determination. When 
David opposed Goliath he said, "The God that delivered me out of the paw of the lion, and out of the paw 
of the bear, He will deliver me out of the hand of this Philistine" 1Sam. 17:37. The apostle Paul writing 
from a Roman prison demonstrated great courage when he affirmed, "I can do all things through Christ  
which strengtheneth me" Phil. 4:13. When Joshua prepared to conquer the land of Canaan he was told to 
"be strong and of good courage" Josh. 1:7,7,9. Satan, described as a  "roaring lion, seeking whom he  
may devour" 1Pet. 5:8, is a formidable foe. We too must be very courageous as we battle sin and error.

Those who lead God's people in the right way must be men of vision. "Where there is no vision 
the people perish" Prov. 29:18. Much of the work of good leaders bears fruit years down the line of time. 
There must be knowledge and vision to  see that which is right and possible to accomplish.   Patience,  
knowledge, wisdom and vision were attributes of the great  leaders of God's people. Men like Moses,  
Joshua, Daniel, Paul and others are noteworthy examples.

Let us develop the attributes that will help us in leading the battle against sin and error.  As God's 
warriors let  us fight for truth and right.  In doing so we can be victorious...  "More than conquerors 
through him that loved us"  Rom. 8:37.

Micky Galloway, 45858 York Place, Lancaster, CA 93534; (661) 723-6553; mgalloway1@juno.com
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Ultra-Liberalism, Baptism and Fellowship With God

In the last two issues of StraitWay we discussed the false concepts of grace held by the ultra-liberal, 
unity-in-diversity group within the churches of Christ. Their gospel/doctrine distinction  causes them to 
downplay the importance of doctrinal teaching .and obedience to God’s word. This, in turn, allows them 
to extend fellowship to all sincere believers, regardless of doctrinal positions and practices.  It is held that 
the “perfect obedience” of Christ is imputed to the believer and sins of doctrinal error and ignorance are 
“continuously cleansed” by the Blood of Christ.  This is simply a modified version of the old “once saved, 
always saved” position taught by the Baptist Church.

When Carl Ketcherside first started advocating the gospel/doctrine distinction, continuous cleansing 
was applied only to  members of the church of Christ who had been Scripturally baptized.  Later,  he 
advocated the continuous cleansing of those who had submitted to denominational baptism.  Cecil Hook, 
in Free In Christ, stated a belief that baptism is necessary, but also argues that denominational baptism 
fills the bill.  The man I have alluded to in previous articles who advocated ultra-liberalism and unity-in-
diversity also advocated the acceptance of denominational baptism, especially Baptist Church baptism.  

When we talk about “fellowship” we are talking about a sharing or a joint participation.  In the Bible 
the context tells what is being shared.  In our spiritual relationships there is a vertical fellowship with God 
and a horizontal fellowship with others, who are also in fellowship with God. John speaks of this in 1 
John 1:3, “what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, that you also may have fellowship 
with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.”  Paul says, 
“God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,” 1 
Corinthians 1:9.   

Fellowship with God begins when our sins are forgiven.  This takes place at  baptism, Acts 2:38. 
However, New Testament baptism is not just immersion in water.  New Testament baptism is immersion 
in water preceded by faith, John 3:16; Mark 16:16, repentance, Luke 13:3; Acts 2:38 and confession of 
faith, Matt.  10:32-33; Rom. 10:9-10.  In New Testament baptism man is  saved (Mark 16:16; 1 Pet. 
3:21),  forgiven (Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16),  raised up into newness of life (Rom. 6:3-4),  added to the 
Lord’s church (Acts 2:47; 1 Cor. 12:12-13) and puts on Christ (Gal. 3:26-27).  

Having been raised in the Baptist Church and joined it at age 13, I can assure you, Baptist baptism is 
not New Testament baptism.  Baptist baptism is performed on a person who believes he is already saved, 
already forgiven, already raised up,  already a member of the church universal and already in Christ. 
Baptist baptism makes one a member of that particular denomination, but, by their own admission, is not  
necessary for salvation or fellowship with God. 

Fellowship with  God  begins at  New  Testament  baptism.   Denominational  baptism is  not  New 
Testament  baptism and does  not  establish fellowship with God.   Therefore,  denominational baptism 
cannot be accepted by faithful brethren and churches. 

Fellowship with God is maintained by living in accordance with God’s word. 2 Thess. 2:14-15 says, 
“And it was for this He called you through our gospel, that you may gain the glory of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught, whether by 
word of mouth or by letter from us.”  John wrote, “Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the 
teaching of Christ, does not have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father 
and the Son, 2 John 9. When a Christian sins he must repent, confess and pray for forgiveness, Acts 
8:22; 1 John 1:6-9. 

Ultra-liberals do not abide in the teaching of Christ and they extend fellowship to those who are 
not in fellowship with Christ,  2 John 10-11. Faithful brethren need to  be aware of this and on guard 
against all forms of error. Next month: Ultra-liberalism, Romans 14 and Horizontal Fellowship.

Richard C. Sims, Jr., PO Box 538, Mineola, TX; (903) 569-3695; richndebbie@juno.com
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Identity of A Church of Christ
It's Unique Nature

We know that the identity of any object is unique in various ways.  If you open a roll of pennies, each 
one is unique in a very minute way and the difference is not seen with the naked eye, nor even perceptible 
with anything other than an electron microscope.  Yet for others, and us each one carries a value: one 
cent.  If we need a penny, it would not matter which one we grabbed, because it would be worth one 
cent.

When an object carries a greater value, the uniqueness becomes more apparent. Why do you suppose 
that paper money has a unique serial number upon it? Well one reason is so that the government can track 
it and learn from a pattern.  Knowing where it began circulation, the bills are examined each time they 
travel through banks or federal reserves.  This way they follow the paper trail.  If you lost a bill with Ben 
Franklin on the front, you would probably accept two pictures of Grant, five of Jackson, ten of Hamilton, 
or  any combination that  equals one hundred dollars,  for  the value is what  is important  to  you,  not  
necessarily that unique bill with that unique serial number.

Living creatures have even more value and the need for identification is even greater.  If your dog ran 
away, and you hung posters offering a reward for "your dog", can you imagine how many strays would 
be brought to your door, hoping that it was the right one?  If your child came up missing, and people 
brought just any child to you, would that be acceptable.  ABSOLUTELY NOT!  The reason is because 
of the value to YOU. You want your unique child that carries all twenty-six markers of DNA, and would 
accept none other.  

Scientific methods  with DNA have been refined so  much,  that  there  is little  questioning of  the 
techniques.  The courts have accepted the technology as an absolute standard of identification.  Out of 
two hundred sixty million people, a DNA lab could narrow a search to find the right person that their  
sample of DNA belongs to.   Soon,  you can expect  DNA profiles attached to  birth records,  driver's 
licenses, medical cards or any other form of identification.

Yet when it comes to the church of God, people will seemingly accept anything that looks remotely 
close or will be satisfied with most anything that appears like a church, but does not carry the markers of 
identification.  It is important to only accept the church with ALL the right markers.  So, like a lab, we 
need to investigate and put to the test the markers of the church where we are a member.

For us, there is only one profile sheet by which to judge whether we have the right church or not.  
That  profile is found recorded in the New Testament  of the Bible.  We are taught  about  the name, 
mission,  work,  organization,  fellowship,  our  behavior,  our  teaching or  doctrine,  and  the  source  of 
authority in the church.  

Some of us will only accept a church that carries ALL the markers of identification, and for that we 
are called legalists, fundamentalists, anti's, and many other derogatory names.  Yet Jesus said He would 
build (Matthew 16:18), purchase (Acts 20:7), and judge (John 12:48) HIS CHURCH.  We have the 
pattern of sound words (1 Thessalonians 1:5-6; 2:4,9,12-14; 4:1-2; 5:11) and we have the commands 
to  follow that  pattern (2 Timothy 1:13; 2:2,15; 3:14; 4:2).   May we seek to  live according to  the 
pattern of sound words. May we limit our actions to Divinely approved standards.  May God bless you in 
your study of His word.

Carey Scott, 7926 Mosewood, Houston, TX 77040; (713) 896-0135; cwsermons@aol.com 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and  
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” Mt 16:18



Preparing Sermons

Some men have the wonderful ability to  think -- they can think as they sit at their desk, and think 
when they are in the pulpit.  Good thoughts, expressed in good words, just seem to pour out of them 
effortlessly.  If that describes you, then thank God, and you may not need these articles.  But if you are  
like me, the thinking process has to have some help.  In that case, we can be grateful that good thinkers 
who are good Bible students have recorded their work for the benefit of those of us who need that help.

The amount of material available for help in sermon preparation is staggering in its abundance.  Not 
only are there untold numbers of books available, but with the Internet came a vast array of articles, 
charts, and outlines we can download.  Let's consider a few of the sources, beginning with an "old" one:

THE PULPIT COMMENTARY.  These volumes were written and edited by denominational men, 
and therefore they must  be used very carefully.  A man who wants to  preach is well-advised to  be 
grounded in God's truth, for truth is what he must teach.  So before using this set of books, know the 
plan of salvation and know how the New Testament church fits into it.  Know the worship of the church, 
and its organization (or "arrangement" if that is a better word).  Know the errors taught by human creeds, 
and know the answers to them, or at least how to find answers.  With that qualification, go to this set of  
books and find some good material which (with a lot of work) can be made into usable outlines.

My set of PULPIT COMMENTARY (now getting pretty old!) has 23 volumes, the 23rd being a 
General Index.  That index lists just about any topic you could ever think of, and tells you where to go in 
the  other  volumes to  find information.   You  can look through the  pages  for  what  you want,  copy 
anything that looks good, put it all together, and then you can see if the material will "jell" into a sermon.

If you are using the PULPIT to study and teach a text, begin by reading their commentary on the text, 
and then look at their homiletic treatment of the text.  Usually it will go verse by verse; then after a page  
or a few pages there will be given the work (homilies) of various authors.  If you are working on one 
verse or a paragraph you may find a little on the text on each of several pages.  You can go to the copy 
machine and copy out the pages.  Or you can scan them into a file if you have a computer and a scanner.  
When you have all the  material,  then compile it  into  its  main points and you probably can see the 
beginning of an outline.  Some of the men give their comments in outline form, and many of the outlines 
are very good.  If you are like me you may wonder, "why didn't I see that?"  But, having now seen it, 
don't be upset about copying from someone else.  If the other man has done better work than I did, and  
he has published it for public use, then why shouldn't I preach the best outline that is available?

If you are just beginning to use the PULPIT, you may find it a little complicated and confusing, but 
you quickly will catch on.  Other publications also may have their particular arrangement, and each one 
has to be used so as to gain the good information while discarding the erroneous teaching and the wordy 
filler material that is less-than-useful.  In the next article we will look at more helps that are available.  We 
have the great responsibility to teach truth, so when you read what someone else has written, whether the 
book is authored by a sectarian or by a faithful brother, examine it carefully, remembering that man can 
be wrong.  Let Christ and His Word be the center and circumference of our sermons.

Although you get material from others, the final outline can and will be yours if you spend the time 
and effort to develop the thoughts in orderly fashion.  Most of the denominational men do not give many 
Scripture references (sadly, that has become the case with some of our brethren).  So you will need to  
add passages to show that the Bible actually teaches what you say it teaches.  Make a point, and give a 
verse or verses.  Make another point and give more verses.  Spend enough time on each point to show 
the power of God's Word in its proper application.  Keep all the points in the realm of your lesson, and 
keep all the teaching moving toward what you want people to know, to believe, and to practice.

Derrel Shaw, 5927 Spruce Forest, Houston, TX 77092; (713) 686-5685; d-l.shaw@juno.com



Satanism
The Lure Of The Occult

In Humanism, man attempts to replace God with self. In Satanism, man seeks to control god (whether 
they see god as being the forces of nature, or Satan or some other being as a god) to get what they desire.  
Humanism seeks  to  elevate  man by means  of  the  senses.  In  the  Occult,  man  seeks  elevation  and 
superiority apart from the senses. 

Spiritually speaking, mankind does not live in a vacuum. Man intuitively seeks for answers outside of 
self. The preacher tells us “God has set eternity in their hearts” (Eccl 3:11). When the Humanist removes 
God from the picture, man is going to turn to something as a replacement. Nations that have turned to  
Humanism/Atheism have all experienced a  high interest  in the  occult,  ranging from France after  the 
revolution to the Soviet Union. 

Though there may be a renewed interest in the Occult, it certainly is not new. In the Old Testament, 
we read of those who practiced astrology (2 Kgs 23:5). Some even consulted mediums (1Sam 28:7-13).  
Israel fell to Assyria, in part, due to these practices ( Isa 8:19, 47:11-15).

There is a tendency to think that things such as this just occur far away from us, but the occult is 
practiced in virtually every city of the world. Small towns to big cities have reports of everything from 
cattle mutilations to active witch covens. If one does not believe this to be the case, a call to the local 
sheriff’s department can quickly answer it. A quick trip to the bookstores in the malls will show volumes 
on the shelves dealing with spells, spirits, astrology, channeling, and the like. One small town library had a 
book on “Spells For Children” available.

We should define some terms and point out that there is a difference between  cult and the  occult. 
Whereas cult implies devotion to a person, occult means hidden and secret. They are not the same. This is 
a part of the lure, to know things others do not. This appeals to the pride of man as in the Garden, Gen 
3:5, when Eve was tempted to  be like God, KNOWING both good and evil. Man wants to know the 
secret things, failing to realize that secret things belong to God, Deut 29:29. That is also the lure of the 
so-called “lost” books of the Bible. Most who order these haven’t read the “never lost” books of the 
Bible. If you were to tell them Genesis were a lost book, they probably would not know any different. 
This is the lure of the secret fraternal organizations as well. One such group requires an oath saying “I will 
by no means reveal the secrets, lest my tongue be ripped out by its roots and buried in the sands at low 
tide.” Sounds like something from the Mafia! Why would one want to join such an organization? Because 
they claim to be able to “give light to the searching traveler.” Jesus told the disciples to “go into all the 
world and preach the  gospel.”  It  was  never  hidden,  but  proclaimed from rooftops!  Nebuchadnezzar 
sought answers from his magicians, astrologers and soothsayers, and they could not divine and answer, 
Dan 2:2. Yet Daniel said the God of heaven reveals secrets, 2:28. 

The church at Colosse had a problem with those who wanted to learn more of the “secret” things (Col 
2:8, 18). Paul’s answer was that we can be filled with all knowledge and understanding (1:9-10) through 
the inspired preachers in the revealed Word (1:25-27). In Christ are all the “hidden” riches (2:2-4) found 
in the understanding of His Word (3:10). 

Galatians 5:20 specifically lists sorcery as one of the sins which can keep one from heaven, yet many 
seek this as an answer from heaven. Revelation 2:24 refers to those who have known the “deep things of 
Satan.” Why not instead learn the depths of His Word?

Wayne Goforth, 248 Merchant St, Abilene, TX 79603; wgoforth@abilene.com



Premillennialism
Was The Kingdom Postponed?

It is the teaching of Premillenialists that at Jesus' first coming a literal, earthly kingdom like that of 
David was to be set up. However, the Jews rejected Jesus and His kingdom. In fact, they killed Him. But 
since God had promised such a kingdom, and He cannot lie, He postponed the kingdom until the second 
coming. In the meantime the church or, as it is sometimes called 'the church age', was introduced. This 
church age was completely unknown by the Old Testament prophets or any other man. What does the 
scripture say?

As already noted,  according to  the  Bible, the kingdom came during the lifetime of some of the 
apostles (Mark 9:1). And Paul and others of the first century were in it (Col. 1:12-13).

What about this postponement period? It implies to many people that God has some special work for 
the Jews who are still His special people. As 0. T. Allis in his classic work Prophesy and the Church on 
page 78 shows by an appeal to the scriptures, "Jesus declared to the Jews that the kingdom should 'be 
taken from them' (Matt.  xxi.4 if). The children of the kingdom (the natural and lawful heirs) are to be 
'cast out' (vii. I if). None of those 'bidden' are to taste the marriage supper (Lk. xiv 24.) The vineyard is to  
be given to 'other husbandmen'; to 'a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof: men are to come from the 
'highways' from 'the east and west, and north and south,' to partake with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob of 
the marriage supper As he notes, these scriptures "imply clearly that the period of Jewish particularism 
was ended." Nothing is said or implied about a postponement and a second chance later.

John the Baptist said the same thing. "Repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand...Think not to say 
within yourselves, we have Abraham to our father: for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to  
raise up children unto Abraham." (Matt. 3:9). As Paul says, "For ye are all sons of God, through faith, in 
Christ Jesus. For as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put on Christ. There can be neither Jew 
nor Greek..." (Gal. 3:27)

This doctrine of postponement has some serious consequences: (1) Did Jesus know that the Jews 
would reject His offer of the kingdom? If He did, did He tell the truth when He said the kingdom was at 
hand? (2) If it was a sincere offer, theoretically they could have accepted it. If they had, what would have 
happened to the cross? One of their writers said, "It can be said at once that His dying was not God's own 
plan."

As it relates to  the theory that  the establishment of the church was completely unknown to  Old 
Testament people and it was a mystery until it was revealed, consider the following: On one occasion a 
leading light among Premillenialists came to the town where I lived. He had a call-in question and answer 
type radio program. One day the following took place. "Is it your understanding that the coming of the 
church in the church age was completely unexpected, not foretold in the Old Testament scriptures and 
was not expected and the kingdom was postponed? How do you know that when Jesus comes again that 
He will not be rejected and another postponement will occur? After all, that was the situation among the 
first century people; how do you know that it will not happen again?" His response was that we just don't  
think that will happen. That is an insufficient answer.

Hiram Hutto, 211 Crutcher Circle, Athens, AL 35611; (256) 232-5511; hhutto@juno.com
_____________________________________________________________________

“When Jesus therefore perceived that they would come and take him by force, to make him a king,  
he departed again into a mountain himself alone.” John 6:15



Reasons For Being A Member of The Church of Christ
“The Hope Of Heaven”

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith,  
in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the  
Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me,  
but also to all who have loved His appearing.”  2 Tim 4:7,8

Any justified hope of living with God throughout eternity is reserved for the faithful child of God. 
What a blessing it would be if all of mankind could only realize that the promoting of a manmade system 
of faith does not carry with it any hope of eternity.  No matter how right or just the doctrines of men may 
appear or how sincere their believers are, the benefits of such organized efforts are only temporary.  The 
pleasant associations, the sharing of common ideals, even the satisfaction of denying themselves and 
sacrificing for others, is all for nought unless they follow the divine pattern laid down in God’s Word for 
becoming a Christian, a member of the Lord’s church, Acts 2:38, 47.

In the Brotherhood, it appears that some have forgotten that walking by faith and being obedient 
to  their Lord in baptism is only the beginning.  Once becoming a child of God, the new Christian is 
expected to grow to maturity, 1 Peter 2:1,2; 2 Peter 3:17,18.  Only those members of Christ’s body (His 
church) that “continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope  
of the gospel” (Colossians 1:21-23), have any promise of inheriting heaven.  Only those led by the Spirit 
of God are sons of God, and only the sons are heirs,  “heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ” if 
indeed we suffer with Him in order that we may also be glorified with Him.  If we continue to be led by 
this same spirit of divine truth, then nothing “shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is  
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Rom 8:14-39)

Truly, as someone once said, “Heaven is a prepared place for a prepared people.”  Members of 
the Lord’s church know that there is a heavenly home being prepared for the righteous, a “city which has 
foundations, whose architect and builder is God” (Hebrews 11:10).   This is the eternal home of all 
faithful Christians and the city for which they long for.  Heaven with all it’s beauty and solace will not be 
a temporary dwelling place.  It is a place where Paul said,  “Thus we shall always be with the Lord” 
(1 Thess 4:17).  Is this not the true beauty of heaven?  The glory of it all is that, in heaven, we will be in 
the presence of God the Father and Jesus throughout eternity.  This is the hope of all faithful members of 
the  Lord’s  church.   This hope  strengthens  God’s  people and enables them to  keep on  keeping on 
regardless of what may confront them during life’s little while.  Yes, the storms of life will come.  There 
will be at times physical and emotional pain and suffering; temptation will be ever present; tears will be 
shed over the fallen; ostracism will result from standing firm on Bible truth; loneliness, uncertainty and 
numerous other things will trouble our hearts.  However, the hope of heaven is that which lifts our spirits 
and enables us to be steadfast, never wavering in our service to Christ.

We will close with the comforting words of our Lord found in John 14:1-3:  “Let not your heart  
be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me, in My Father’s house are many dwelling places; if it  
were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go and prepare a place  
for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.”

Ray Wilson, 4203 NE Stallings Drive #302, Nacogdoches, TX 75965; (936) 569-8624
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If you have access to the internet visit us at http://straitway.org and take advantage of the study 
opportunities offered in these and previous articles. It is for benefit of all interested in Bible study.



Controversy
"Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, be put away  
from you, with all malice: And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one  
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you." Ephesians 4:31-32

How do you handle controversy? When you and another disagree are you able to sit down with them 
and discuss what is found in Scripture? Or do you become bitter or angry and refuse to study with them 
on the subject of controversy?

As children of God we must not let anger get in the way of discussing the Word. Often times we will 
find a brother or sister with a different perspective or opinion on a given subject. We must be willing to  
discuss these differences with them and study to find the correct understanding. When two or more have 
differing thoughts on a particular passage each must understand they might be the one that is mistaken. Or 
possibly all are wrong. We must also recognize that all may be right.

Some may say how can all be right  when they have different  ideas regarding the  meaning of  a 
particular passage or subject? Many discussions have been ended when those involved took the time to  
fully understand what each participant was saying and realized they were all making the same point but  
approaching it from different perspectives. Or maybe one emphasizes one part of the passage while the 
other was emphasizing another portion. This has caused more than one case of problems in the church.

When discussing Scripture with others we must listen closely to what they are saying. Christians must 
not allow anger or bitterness to enter into their discussions. Often though, in our desire to get our point  
across we become defensive of our position on a given subject and simply close our ears to any other 
thoughts. In this frame of mind it is easy to become angry or bitter. Paul tells us in the passage above to 
have the opposite attitude. No matter how much we may differ with a brother or sister we must always be 
tenderhearted toward one another. God offers salvation to the vilest of sinners, should we not express the 
same love to those with whom we disagree.

Brethren, controversy and disagreements will arise. It is our responsibility to keep ourselves from sin 
when we engage in such discussions. Especially in public study situations, we must keep our discussions 
such that  weaker  brethren understand we are wholly concerned with teaching and understanding the 
Truth, not just trying to get someone to accept our point to the exclusion of their own. Let us always be 
diligent in preparation and in keeping ourselves right before God.
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