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When we lived in Arkansas, we had the opportunity to see huge fields of cotton that gave meaning to
this expression. Just imagine four hundred acres of cotton, a literal sea of white, ready to be harvested.
The Lord said, "Lift up your eyes, and look on the fields, for they are white already to harvest” Jhn. 4:35.
These words are echoed by the apostle Paul as he spoke of an "open door"” or a "door of utterance"
(1Cor. 15:9; 2Cor. 1:12; Col. 4:3). John wrote of the "open door"” which no man can shut (Rev. 3:8).
Opportunity "knocks,” it does not beat the door down. As we drive into the Antelope Valley, where I now
live in southern California and stop at Vista Point on the side of the pass to view the valley below, we are
reminded of opportunity. Living in the valley are approximately 300,000 souls in need of the gospel. This
writing concerns itself with opportunities that are ours to teach God's Word and our preparation and
determination to take advantage of these opportunities. To be a Christian is not a dead belief, but a vibrant
way of life that deeply affects our standard of conduct. A part of that conduct is our consciousness that
those about us are lost.

Let us pray for an "open door." The apostle Paul asked the Colossians to pray for him, "that God
would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ" Col. 4:3. Perhaps the very reason
things are not more favorable for the growth of the church is our inability to see that we live in a "lost and
dying world" and our apathy to pray for it. James said, "the fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth
much" Jms. 5:16. There are masses of souls who are hungering and thirsting for the truth. Many question
their religious convictions. Some know they are at sea without chart or compass. We have great
opportunity. Let us rid ourselves of the fear of the responsibility associated with open doors. This can be
done by preparation.

Let us get past ""me-ism." Too many focus so entirely upon themselves "me first," that we fail to see
opportunities and therefore fail to act when they abound. Paul said some would become "lovers of self”
2Tim. 3:2. Yet, the same apostle taught that we are to "bear the infirmities of the weak, and not to
please ourselves. Let each one of us please (his) neighbor for (his) good, to edification” Rom. 15:1-2.
Even among brethren there is opportunity to teach. Paul said, "Let no man seek his own, but (each) his
neighbor's (good)" 1Cor. 10:24. Paul also said, "Look not every man on his own things, but every man
also on the things of others."” Phil. 2:4. Wouldn't that go a long way in our efforts to teach others. What a
"door" of opportunity we have to restore those who have become wayward (Gal. 6:1; Jms. 5:19-20).

Let us believe in the power of the gospel. The gospel is the power of God unto salvation
(Rom. 1:16). In a world that held the gospel in contempt, Paul with the threat of persecution preached it
boldly (Cf. Acts 19:8). Paul had seen the gospel at work among Jews first and also among Greeks. "The
words of eternal life" are words that are "living and active” Heb. 4:12. The gospel is ever relevant and
can transform your neighbor and mine if they will receive it with the realization that it is the revelation of
God. Indeed, we have in our possession the power of God to change lives, but failure to proclaim it
results in continued ungodly living that leads people to hell! Jesus commanded, "Enter ye in by the
narrow gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many are they
that enter in thereby" Mt. 7:13-14. On that broad way leading unto destruction will be someone's mother,
father, grandparent, friend, neighbor or work partner. In that great day of judgment will they say, "You
met me day by day and knew I was astray, Yet never mentioned Him to me"?

Reaping the harvest of lost souls will not occur by accident. Let us prepare ourselves for the greatest
work on earth. Someone has said that there are four hinges upon which the gates of opportunity swing:
initiative, insight, industry, and integrity. Let us never forget that procrastination is the grave in which
opportunity is buried.

Micky Galloway, 45858 York Place, Lancaster, CA 93534; (661) 723-6553; mgalloway1@juno.com




The Grace of God and Ultra-liberalism I1

Last month we discussed the grace of God and ultra-liberalism. We discussed the distinction they
make between "gospel" and "doctrine." We are going back to that subject again this month. This
distinction, supposedly, allows us to fellowship all who have obeyed the gospel, regardless of doctrinal
differences, believing the grace of God will cover those differences. We also pointed out that this is the
same old unity-in-diversity error advocated by W. Carl Ketcherside, Leroy Garrett, Edward Fudge and
others back in the 1970s.

The apostle Paul wrote a letter to the saints in Rome, Rom. 1:7. These saints were members of the
church in Rome. Paul wanted to visit them and among other things "preach the gospel" Rom. 1:15. Paul
was going to Rome to do that which those who maintain the gospel/doctrine distinction say cannot be
done. He was going to preach the gospel to the church. Apparently, Paul; was not aware of the
gospel/doctrine distinction.

2 John 9-11 says, "Anyone who goes too far and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not
have God; the one who abides in the teaching, he has both the Father and the Son. If anyone comes to
you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house, and do not give him a
greeting; for the one who gives him a greeting participates in his evil deeds." The unity-in-diversity,
ultra-liberal group maintain that we should fellowship those who do not abide in the teaching of Christ,
the Bible says we are not to receive or greet them.

It is sometimes argued that the "teaching of Christ" refers to the "teaching about Christ" As opposed
to the "teaching from Christ." It is true 2 John does address the problem of some who deny that Jesus
came in the flesh, v. 7. This would be a violation of what they call the "core gospel," but 2 John
addresses more than just that point. In 2 John 4 John says, "I was very glad to find some of your children
walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father. Verse 6 says, "And
this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have
heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it."

Matthew 16:12 speaks "of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees." Acts 2:42 speaks of "the
apostles' teaching." Rev. 2;14,15 refer to the "teaching of Balaam" and the "teaching of the Nicolaitans."
In each of these examples the teaching is not "about" the individuals mentioned, but the "teaching from
them." I believe the same is true in 2 John 9, the "teaching or doctrine of Christ" refers to the teaching
from Him.

Even if it is shown that 2 John 9 is talking about the "teaching about Christ" the Scriptures still teach
that there is a standard by which we must live and serve God. "And by this we know that we have come
to know Him, if we keep His commandments. The one who says, "I have come to know Him," and
does not keep His commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him; but whoever keeps His
word, in him the love of God has truly been perfected. By this we know that we are in Him: the one
who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked," 1 John 2:3-6. Paul
mentions "sound teaching, according to the glorious gospel of the blessed God, with which I have
been entrusted," 1 Timothy 1:10-11. 1 Timothy 6:3-4 warns "If anyone advocates a different doctrine,
and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine
conforming to godliness, he is conceited and understands nothing..." 2 Timothy 4:3 warns, "For the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will
accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires."  The "gospel/doctrine"
distinction may be very comforting to those who do not believe and practice the truth, but it is error and
souls are being lost by its teaching. The grace of God will save Christians who sin, but it is not
automatic. The conditions of repentance, confession of sin and prayer must be met, Acts 8:22; 1 John
1:9. Meeting these conditions earns us nothing, we have simply met the conditions. It is still by grace.
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Identity of A Church of Christ
Marks of Worship and Work

To have an identity, most people look at certain marks. In our physical appearance, people note our
features, coloring, dress, and behavior. Then when they meet us again, we are known by them. To
identify the marks of the church, we do much the same thing as with the physical identification. Features,
dress, and behavior are also elements of our worship and work.

Many gather on Sundays around the world to worship God. But our understanding of the Bible leads
us to believe their worship is in vain. Why? Because they do not follow the pattern of sound words and
teaching found in God's word, the Bible (2 Timothy 1:13). What do the Scriptures teach as to our
identifying marks in worship?

Singing in worship has Divine approval, and we have Biblical instructions of such (Ephesians 5:19;
Colossians 3:16). Praying in worship has Divine approval and examples. (Acts 4:24ff). Preaching has
Divine approval and examples (Acts 2; Acts 20). The observance of the Lord's Supper was one of the
primary reasons they gathered together on the first day of the week. This has Divine approval, example,
and command (Acts 20:7; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34). Although our giving in the worship service has
examples that were limited in scope, the Scriptures do give us a pattern for any collections for whatever
needs there are (1 Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corinthians 8:1-15). The building and maintenance of a place of
worship; the preaching of the Gospel, local or abroad; and benevolence which is the least done thing with
the Lord's money, and in the Biblical pattern, it was the only thing that required contributions.

We have already touched a little on the work of the church by looking at what things the early church
did by way of example and pattern. The work can be described best by understanding the work of the
Holy Spirit. To speak those things that have been heard (those things taught to us in the Bible). The
work of the Holy Spirit is to proclaim and advance the cause of Christ. That cause is the salvation of
souls. So anything that promotes the salvation of souls can be a work of the church. It can also be said,
that if the church is involved in something that does not contribute to the salvation of souls, it is not
following the pattern.

We look at many congregations that get involved in various social programs and allow things in it's
building for which they have no authority. And an honest view of these things would suggest that they
are good works of themselves, and should be promoted and encouraged. However, even though they do
these good works, many of these churches do so without authority. There is where the problem is for us.
Actually, we see them do many things that we should be doing ourselves (as individuals), but we also
note that they have no authority to do so. When we reject such things as a work of the church, we are
called "anti's" and people who oppose good works. There just simply is no authority for the church as a
collective to do them.

It should also be pointed out that if your congregation is not involved in matters of promoting the
gospel or providing benevolence in one form or another; it is failing in it's duty to God. So many
preachers need support and so many Christians need financial aid. Yet many churches stockpile their
money for a rainy day. Well, the rain is falling.

Until next month, may God bless you exceedingly and abundantly.

Carey Scott, 7926 Mosewood, Houston, TX 77040; (713) 896-0135; cwsermons@aol.com

“And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to
house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart, Praising God, and having

favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.”
Acts 2:46-27



Preparing Sermons

Having briefly examined the three basic types of sermons, we turn attention to the sermon outline.
You may have the unique ability to memorize your sermon, or at least to memorize the outline. If so,
that is great. Most of us have to rely on notes, at least to some extent. But whether you speak entirely
from memory, or write out everything and read it word for word, or do something in between, you still
need an orderly presentation -- and that requires orderly preparation.

The first thing in an outline is the title. You will do well to try to capture the entire thought of your
lesson in one word, or a phrase or sentence, and let that be the title of your sermon. You may not see the
title clearly until you have completed the outline and made the lesson part of your thinking. The title may
simply be the text that will be the subject of your exposition. If you are discussing a topic, then the topic
itself can be the title. If possible, the title should be interesting, calling attention to what the audience is
about to hear. It might even be catchy, but perhaps it should never be funny or sensational or crude. We
are teaching the Word of God; let us maintain dignity in all areas of our work.

The outline then begins with an introduction to the sermon. Here we use a few well-chosen words to
gain the attention of the listeners and to arouse their interest in the lesson. The introduction is vital, for if
you do not have the audience with you from the outset you may never get their attention. Use simple
sentences that can be understood, and move directly toward the text or the topic to be discussed.

The bulk of the lesson, usually called the body, consists of major points you wish to make, each one
of those points probably including sub-points. It is my experience that two to five major points is the best
range for most lessons. In my outlines these major points begin at the left margin and are numbered 1.,
2.,3., 4., etc. You may choose Roman numerals (1., II., IIL., IV., etc.) The sub-points are A., B., C., D.,
etc., and they are indented (I use 2-space indentations). Under those points would be 1., 2., etc., and
under those would be a., b., etc. To avoid complexity you probably do not need to go further in making
sub-points, but if needed, you can use 1), 2), etc., and then a), b), etc. Try to condense the thoughts and
points into a few words which will serve as reminders to you. Then, as you speak, you can glance down
and see words that quickly expand in your mind into the full set of information you want to present. If
you speak entirely from memory you still need the outline as the basis of your sermon.

This body of the sermon is the major part of the lesson. Be sure to see that every point actually
makes a point, and endeavor to move smoothly from one part into the next. If the transition from point
to point is jerky or illogical you may lose the audience because you will make them uncomfortable and
they will lose interest. In preparing the sermon and in making the outline, spend much time (and prayer
of course) in keeping the subject in view and in moving toward the desired conclusion. Ask yourself,
"What do I want these people to know and believe and do when I get through speaking to them?"

The sermon ends with the conclusion, and perhaps in most cases it should not be too far from the
introduction. Did you ever hear a man who just did not know how to quit? He cannot seem to wrap it
up and turn loose! But that time has to come, and the conclusion needs to brief and pointed. If there is a
short summary, be sure it is a summary and not a repeat of the lesson. Whatever the subject of the
sermon, you can show that lost sinners need to turn to the truth and the Savior. You can list a couple of
references, or you can just write H/B/R/C/B/F to remind you to tell the lost they need to Hear, Believe,
Repent, Confess Christ, be Baptized, and then be Faithful. Encourage them to come, then stand and sing.

At the bottom of my outlines I list the references I used in my study. This includes preachers I have
heard or from whom I have read, and any books that gave points or ideas. Later, if I wish to use that
outline for a lesson and feel the need to do more research I will not waste time going to sources I already
have consulted. Also it is a way of giving credit where credit is due. Lord willing, see you in June!

Derrel Shaw, 5927 Spruce Forest, Houston, TX 77092; (713) 686-5685; d-l.shaw(@juno.com



Humanism Part 4 - The Preachers of The New State Religion#

Have you wondered why suicide is an epidemic among our young people, or why little Johnny takes a
gun to school and kills his fellow classmates, or the various forms of Columbine type incidents we have
witnessed in relatively recent years? It could be, in part, that Johnny had a Humanistic teacher who taught
him "Nothing is right or wrong within itself, as long as you have clarified it for yourself and made it
your own values."

Wagar, in Humanistic Frontiers in American Education (pg 36), declared "Juvenile delinquency may
be the healthy revolt of pupils against the injustice of a social system (of which the educational system is
merely the preparation, the apprenticeship).” Theobald and Mclnnis say on page 195 of the same, "We
continue to teach young people to respect authority at a time when authority is no longer possible.”
Again, it must be understood that the majority of school teachers are fine citizens trying to do the best
they can in a difficult environment, but we are speaking here of the federal trends among the educrats and
the NEA's desires for education. The textbooks approved by these liberal groups, and espoused by the
scattered teachers who are themselves change agents, seek to impart the agenda of the Humanist
Manifesto in various ways. The condemnation of patriotism, the dissolution of marriage and the
traditional home, and the abandonment of codified religion (all clear goals of Humanism as expressed in
the Humanist Manifesto) are intricately woven themes throughout many textbooks and lectures currently
in use. In NEA: Values, Concepts and Techniques, we are told "The question of trading old values for
new ones is very much a part of the educational process today. Values are taught to children in a variety
of ways on the classroom." (pg 206).

How can one teach this and not be caught? Dr Sidney Simon (author of Values Clarification;

Handbook for Teachers and Students) says in a Florida Pupil Quarterly "l always bootlegged the values
stuff under other titles. I was assigned to teach Social Studies in the Elementary School and I taught
Values Clarification. I was assigned Current Trends In American Education and I taught my trend.” He
states, "Time set aside during a course, English, history, or social studies, teachers may set aside one
day a week to work on values clarification. Some report extending the time to two or even three days a
week by popular request.” (pg 45, NEA: Values, Concepts and Techniques). Thus, it is often slipped in
not only within certain courses, but some classes are given misleading titles. In many cities across the
nation, Sex Education was called "Home Management" or "Family Living Program."

Much of the humanistic indoctrination is in lecture form only, making it more difficult to substantiate
charges against the change agent educator. Also, in most cases one is not at liberty to simply sit in a child's
class to monitor what is taught. In some states, it takes a court order. On November 17, 1989, a seminar
was held in the Seattle, WA area called, "Free to Learn, Free to Teach, Free to Think" sponsored by the
Washington State Superintendent of Public Instruction. The purpose was to teach how to counteract
parents who try to exert parental control in the public schools. The manual was a book funded by the
NEA, and was critical of conservatism and religion, using such terms as "Radical Right" and "Righteous
Right" and "Religious Right" and so on. The text provided sample questions to pose to prospective school
board members to make sure they were not of this unwanted pool. Joanne Beard spoke and used her
workbook, "If You Don't, They Will." This workbook details how to overcome parents' control over what
is being taught.

Some may see the error of what they have done. Dr W.R. Coulson, co-founder of the value-free
education apologized for his part in the movement, saying, "Youthful experimentation with sex, alcohol,
marijuana, and a variety of other drugs-whatever's popular at the time-has been shown to follow value
free education quite predictably. We know that after these classes, students become more prone to give
in to temptation than if they'd never been enrolled. One cause lies in an educational philosophy that
calls on students and teachers alike to disbelieve in the concept of temptation. Moral absolutes are
routed.... We owe the nation's parents and apology." (The Forerunner, May 1989)

As the prophet Isaiah wrote in 5:20, "Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness..."

Wayne Goforth, 248 Merchant St, Abilene, TX 79603; wgoforth@abilene.com




Premillennialism
What Is The Kingdom?

In Daniel 2 there is recorded a dream that Nebuchadnezzar had and the interpretation of which God
gave to Daniel. Basically it foretold the coming of four kingdoms, the last one of which was Rome. In
Daniel 2:44, Daniel explains that "in the days of those kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom
which shall never be destroyed." The New Testament opens telling how John the Baptist came preaching
"the kingdom of heaven is at hand" (Matt. 3:2). From Luke 3:1-3 it is obvious that John's work was done
during the reign of Rome. According to Mark 1:15, Jesus preached saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of heaven is at hand." In Mark 9:1 Jesus told some of His followers that they would not taste of
death till they saw the kingdom of God come with power.

It is clear from the New Testament that He did build His kingdom, and it was built during the days of
the Roman government. The inspired Apostle Paul said that he and the brethren at Colossae had been
"delivered out of the power of darkness, and translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son." (Col 1:13).
Notice the past tense. Obviously, by the time Paul wrote the letter to the church at Colossae the kingdom
was in existence and they were members of it. In Rev. 1 John said that he was a brother and partaker with
the brethren of the seven churches of Asia in the kingdom. John was in it, so clearly it was in existence.

But what is the kingdom? in Luke 22:29-30, as Jesus instituted the Lord's Supper, he said to His
apostles, "I appoint you a kingdom, even as my Father appointed me, that you may eat and drink at my
table in my kingdom" The Lord's table (His Supper) is in the kingdom. But surely, His Supper is seen to
be in the church. (1 Cor. 11:17-34). In Acts 20:28, Paul told the elders of Ephesus that the church was
purchased with the blood of Christ. In Rev. 5:9-10, Christ purchased the kingdom with His blood. From
these and similar passages the church and the kingdom are the same institution. In Matt. 16:17-19 Peter
made the great confession that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living God. Then Jesus promised to give
the keys of the kingdom of heaven to Peter. Keys indicate authority to open. Thus Peter had been given
authority to open the kingdom of heaven. He did this as recorded in Acts 2. When Peter told people what
to do to be saved, he was using the keys to open the door to the kingdom of heaven. However, Acts
2:47 says the saved were added to the church. It is from these considerations that in Matt. 16:18-19 it
may be fairly concluded that the church and the kingdom are simply two aspects of the same institution.

In addition to the preceding paragraph, our attention has been called by E. C. Coffman to the
following matters, to show that the kingdom and the church are the same institution, just looked at a little
bit differently.

1. There is no difference in the "ruler" and authority.
A. Christ is the head of the church (Col. 1:18)
B. Christ is also king of the kingdom (Acts 17:7; Rev. 1:5)

2. There is no difference as to how to enter: people who are born of water and the Spirit
enter the kingdom (John 3:3-5). This is how one enters the church. (1 Cor. 12:13)

3. Both were established at the same time: the church in Acts 2:16-17, 47; the kingdom in
Acts 2:30ff

4. There is no difference in that they were established at the same place: Jerusalem
(Isaiah 2:3) the church, which is God's house (1 Tim. 3:15; Acts 2:5, 30-33).

Hiram Hutto, 211 Crutcher Circle, Athens, AL 35611; (256) 232-5511; hhutto@juno.com

These and all previous articles can be found at http://straitway.org



Reasons For Being A Member of The Church of Christ
“Christ Is Our Mediator”

“For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, the
man Christ Jesus.” 1 Tim 2:5

We do not claim to have full comprehension of all that the Bible reveals on this subject, but we will
set forth scripture which establishes Jesus Christ as our mediator and refutes false beliefs concerning
the idea of a mediator between God and man.

Vines defines mediator, “literally, a go-between, between two parties with a view to producing
peace, as in 1 Tim 2:5, though more than mere mediatorship is in view, for the salvation of men
necessitated that the Mediator should Himself possess the nature and attributes of Him towards whom
He acts, and should likewise participate in the nature of those for whom He acts; only by being
possessed both of Deity and humanity could He comprehend the claims of the one and the needs of the
other; further, the claims and the needs could be met only by One who, Himself being proved sinless,
would offer Himself an expiatory sacrifice on behalf of men.”

Contrary to the belief of some, there is just one mediator between God and man. Paul clearly
establishes this truth in 1 Tim 2:3-5. Can departed Christians meditate for us? No! Could the apostle
Peter, or Paul, even while on earth, mediate for sinner? No! Can Mary the mother of Jesus mediate for
us? No! The Holy spirit, in 1 Tim 2:5, is very clear, concise, and positive on this matter and is not
subject to more than one interpretation. “There is ... one mediator between God and men, the man
Christ Jesus.” Other passages i.e. Heb 7:23-25 and Eph 2:14-22 that deals with this matter are just as
positive in declaring that we have only one mediator and intercessor.

We cannot approach God through another person. Certainly we can not pray in the name of any one
else and hope God will recognize us, Col 3:17. We can not serve God under the name of any one but
Jesus Christ, Acts 4:12. There is only one mediator between God and mankind, Christ Jesus our Lord.
A mediator is one who stands between those who are at variance, thus there is need for an intermediary.
The privilege of having Jesus as their mediator and intercessor is a blessing to all those who are in
Christ, members of His body, His church, 2 Tim 2:19.

The details of how our Lord mediates and intercedes for us are not fully revealed. We do know He
came to reveal the way of life through which reconciliation with the heavenly Father could be obtained.
In the perfect life He lived; in His death on the cross; in the divine power He demonstrated; in His
resurrection; in His last will and testament that He gave for us to follow; He does mediate and intercedes
for all who obey Him. He is our advocate with the Father pleading our case before the bar of God’s
divine justice, 1 John 2:1. As our mediator and intercessor, sitting at the right hand of God
(Mark 16:19), having experienced all the fleshly temptations as we, our Lord is divinely qualified to
represent and act in our behalf.

Ray Wilson, 4203 NE Stallings Drive #302, Nacogdoches, TX 75965; (936) 569-8624

Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched
with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.
Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace
to help in time of need. Hebrews 4:14-16



Do You Listen?

"Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many false

prophets are gone out into the world." 1 John 4:1

Do we understand what it means to “fry the spirits” We all know it requires us to compare what is
taught with the Scriptures. Do you also understand that it requires us to listen to what is taught with an
open mind? When one is put on trial for a crime the jury must not only listen to the prosecution, but must
also give equal attention to the defense presented by the one on trial. Without this equal time to present
his case, the accused could not have a fair trial. The same is true when we “try the spirits.” We cannot
determine right or wrong unless we first give attention to what is taught. While teachers of false doctrine
are often easily recognized by the diligent Bible student, in all fairness we must listen to what they say
before we condemn them. Unless, of course, we have already heard and studied the particular doctrine
they are presenting. We often hear from preachers and teachers “If you show me where I am wrong, I will
change.” This sounds good and makes us feel as if we are open to teaching. Unfortunately too often we
have the same problem many fathers see in their young sons. If you will think back to your teen years you
may remember your Dad telling you to “Listen to what I am saying instead of trying to come up with your
next answer.” If not those words they were probably very similar in thought. We have a tendency to use
our minds to formulate our next statement while another is talking instead of listening attentively to what
is said. This is not being open to correction of our own error, nor does it “try the spirits ” in fairness.

A similar situation arises when we study together as Christians, especially in studies of such books as
Revelation, Romans, and books of prophecy. Often when we are presented with the viewpoint of another
we close our ears rather than hear the different thoughts. We must first listen to what is being said before
we can honestly say it does not agree with Scripture. Many times arguments are found to simply be over
how a statement is worded. Sometimes a disagreement leads to hurt feelings and even sin between
brethren. Often when this happens those observing the situation recognize that both parties are arguing
the same point, but approaching from different perspectives. If all involved would have put forth the effort
needed to listen to what was being said there would have been no disagreement.

When talking with someone about the Scriptures do you listen to what they have to say? Remember
John's instruction to “try the spirits” includes giving them a fair hearing. Without it we cannot know what
is wrong with their teaching so that we might help them correct it. Be diligent and attentive in study.
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